City of Ririe Council Meeting August 12, 2025
Minutes

Attendance: Mayor Howard Kimmel. Council Members Eric Bennion, Will Jones, Robert Johnson and Pamela Huffaker, City Planner Kurt Hibbert, Maintenance Supervisor Jason Freeman, City Clerk Wendy Mullins, and City Attorney Cory Stegelmeier

Agenda Items 1: Call to Order
Mayor Howard Kimmel called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.
Agenda Item 2: Pledge o{Allegiance
Mayor Kimmel led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Agenda Item 3: Prayer
Robert Johnson gave the prayer.
Agenda Item 4: Accept the Agenda
Eric Bennion moved to accept the agenda. Will Jones seconded the motion. AIF. Motion carried

Agenda Item 5: Approve the Minutes
Pamela Huffaker moved to accept the minutes of July 9, 2025 & July 23, 2025. Robert Johnson seconded the motion. AIF. Motion carried
Agenda Item 6: Public Hearing
Mayor Kimmel opened the public hearing at 7:10pm. Mayor Kimmel read the rules of unscheduled delegations/call to the public. He asked that anyone that wanted to speak, to sign in on the sheets at the back of the room.
-Larry Lovell addressed the council. He stated that he wanted to applaud the council for the efforts made to make the changes that needed to made in the ordinances.
-FarrDell Hayes addressed the council. He asked about several items in the new ordinances. Mayor Kimmel clarified and noted the clerical errors that needed corrected.
-Veronica Williman addressed the council. She asked about the parking.fines that are being changed, and the signage in regards to parking. She asked why the verbage referring to dogs was changed to animals.
Agenda Item 7: Close Public Hearing
Mayor Kimmel closed the public hearing at 7:33pm.
Agenda Item 8: Read and Approve the Bills
The City Clerk, Wendy Mullins read the bills that need to be paid.
Will Jones made the motion to pay the bills. Eric Bennion seconded. Eric Bennion, aye, Pamela Huffaker, aye, Will Jones, aye, Robert Johnson, aye. Motion carried.

Agenda Item 9: Unscheduled Delegations/Public Comment:
Mayor Kimmel read the unscheduled delegation rules.
Jarod Long addressed the council. He discussed a letter that he had received from a lawyer. Mayor Kimmel asked Jarod to put his notes and written materials into a e-mail

and send it too him, so he can share it with the councelors. He said that he would add this as a agenda item on the Sept meeting for the council to reconsider this problem. Jarod Long said he would do that.
Paul Davis addressed the council concerning the traffic on 2nd West. He asked if a speed sign could be put on 2nd West that would show the speed that the driver was going. Mayor Kimmel said he would ask the sheriffs dept for one.
Agenda Item 10: FarrDell Hayes
FarrDell Hayes addressed the council. He stated that he was representing himself and other residents in Ririe, ID. He gave a copy of the a letter to the council and the mayor. He then read the letter to the council. SEE ATTACHED LETTER.

Agenda Item 11: Police Report
Officer Lunberg read the police report. He assured the council that they are working hard in Ririe. He stated that they are aware of the problems in Ririe. He reported that were 146 patrol hours, 26 complaints, 4 arrests, 0 DUL 4citations and 22 traffic contacts madefrom 6/21/2025 to 7/18/2025.
Agenda Item 12: Planning & Zoning Update from Kurt Hibbert
A Recommendation from the Planning & Zoning commission on changes to Title 10. Kurt Hibbert addressed the council. He turned his time over to FarrDell Hayes, the Planning and Zoning chairman. FarrDell Hayes informed the council that the planning and Zoning had held a public hearing in regards to the changes made to Title 10 of the Ririe Code. He reported that the commission unanimously voted to approve title 10 with the Land Use Schedule and to recommend it to the city council.
Agenda Item 13: New Business
A. Approve recommendations from the Planning and Zoning Commissions changes to Title JO. (ACTION ITEM}
Pamela Huffaker made the motion to table Title 10 until the Sept. 2025 meeting. Will Jones seconded. AIF motion carried.
B. Approve Titles 1-9 of City Codes of Ririe Idaho 2025 (ACTION ITEM)
.Pamela Huffaker made the motion to adopt the revised City of Ririe Codes Title 1-9. Robert Johnson seconded AIF motion carried
.C. Resolution #2025-1 (ACTION ITEM)
Will Jones made the motion to read resolution 2025-1 by title only. Eric Bennion seconded. AIF. motion carried.
Eric Bennion made the motion to approve resolution 2025-1. Will Jones seconded. . Eric Bennion, aye, Pamela Huffaker, aye, Will Jones, aye, Robert Johnson, aye. motion carried.
D. Resolution #2025-2 (ACTION ITEM)
Eric Bennion made the motion to read resolution 2025-2 by title only. Will Jones seconded AIF. motion carried.
Will Jones made the motion to approve resolution 2025-2. Eric Bennion seconded. . Eric Bennion, aye, Pamela Huffaker, aye, Will Jones, aye, Robert Johnson, aye. motion carried.
E. Resolution #2025-3 (ACTION ITEM)
Eric Bennion made the motion to read resolution 2025-3 by title only. Will Jones seconded AIF. motion carried.

Will Jones made the motion to approve resolution 2025-3. Robert Johnson seconded. . Eric Bennion, aye, Pamela Huffaker, aye, Will Jones, aye, Robert Johnson, aye. motion carried.
Agenda Item 14: Old Business
A. Cory Stegelmeier -Annexation Update
Cory stated that he has communicated with Cody Thompson, of Thompson Engineering. He is still waiting on the maps.
Agenda Item 15: Maintenance Report
Jason Freeman reported that he has started discharging this month. He is still waiting to be able to fix the line under the Harrison Canal. He stated that the Sewer Study should be complete by the end of the year. He has been working with the developers at the old fairgrounds on the infastructure of the water and sewer lines.
Agenda Item 16: Council Reports
A. Will Jones did not have a report, but he did ask Mayor Kimmel about the new veterinarian contract.
B. Eric Bennion reported that the Library had held the Summer Reading Party. They have been getting some public feedback, and so they will be considering. They have passed several policies for Library that helps to protect the web problems. Brianna reported that they did hold a book fair at Barnes and Noble. They will be getting some gift cards in the near future.
C. Robert Johnson asked about the nnew ordinance that pertains to parking on main st. The council discussed several options for downtown parking.
D. Pamela Huffaker thanked everyone for all the help with Ririe Days. She reported that there were some safety vests puchased by the city, so they would be available for other functions. She suggested that the City purchase a canopy for different events. Jarod Long offered to donate a new one that he had purchased.
Agenda Item 17: Executive Report
Mayor Kimmel informed the council that he would like the councils opinion on making a proclamation to acknowledge Sept 172025 marks the 238 anniversary, Sept 172025 thru Sept 23 2025 as Constitution Week The council agreed.
Mayor Kimmel discussed the 250th celebration grant that can be applied for. Pamela Huffaker said she would be happy to look into it. Mayor Kimmel discussed how to handle the ordinance violations pertaining to portable water being put n the sewer system.
Agenda Item 18: Adiournment
Eric Bennion made the motion to adjourn at 9:28 p.m. Robert Johnson seconded the motion. AIF Motion carried



Mayor____________________________	Clerk____________________

August12,2025


An open letter to the Honorable Howard Kimmel, Mayor of the City of Ririe, and to the Ririe City Council members; the Honorable Eric Bennion, the Honorable Pamela Huffaker, the Honorable Robert Johnson, and the Honorable Will Jones.
The title "Honorable" is bestowed by the citizens of Ririe during a democratic election. The honor is to be duly elected by your peers. The honor is to be trusted by your fellow citizens to represent their interests, protect them, and yes, to wisely spend their tax dollars.
I am here tonight to represent a group of residents who have approached me with concerns. These individuals do not want to appear before this City Council and Mayor for fear of retribution. That feeling of fear should give the honorable elected leaders of this city cause for self-examination. That fear should cause you to consider..."Which way do I face?" Do you as elected leaders, consider issues raised by constituents as concerns or complaints? The difference is a monumental change in point of view. If you see complaints, then you have your back to your electors and are only protecting the of the "City." The "City" as an entity does not exist, "the City" is us. However if you see citizens presenting concerns, you are looking to represent and protect citizens from the iron fist of government overreach.
Each of you affirmed an oath when you took office. You swore to uphold the United States Constitution, the Constitution of the State of Idaho, and the ordinances of the City of Ririe. Let's go back to the declaration that made those documents possible. In the Declaration of Independence we learn that those same Constitutional framers believed that, "We hold these truths to be self evident, that all men are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." When you consider citizen concerns about decisions and laws, as well as their application and enforcement do you factor in these "unalienable rights"? Do you first consider threats to Life, Liberty, or the pursuit of Happiness? Which way do you face?
The same Declaration of Independence shows the direction power flows to our elected leaders..."deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed." This core concept of governance means that any governmental entity's legitimacy and authority to rule is based on the approval and agreement of the people it governs.
In a post on social media, a City official bemoaned that Ririe was not the city they grew up in. That is true. This same official grew up next to a derelict, abandoned house, with peeling paint, broken windows and a rotting porch. A similar two-story house existed in the 200 block of 1st West. Both have long since been replaced a garage and newer homes. In

this official's youth, a water tower emblazoned with graffiti graced the corner of the City Park. In those days-gone-by, a power outage resulted in water pressure only as long as the water lasted in the tower. Now, during a power outage, water supply and pressure are unaffected because of a generator backup at the City's main well. During this City official's youth, Ririe had one City Park. It was flood irrigated by ditch water. We now have three City Parks that are sprinkler irrigated. The official is correct, Ririe isn't the same city, in many respects it is better.
Recently, City officials have sent out letters detailing noncompliance with City ordinances. These letters indicated that unless remediation was made, citizens could be charged with an infraction carrying a monetary fine, or a misdemeanor carrying a larger fine, a criminal record, and possible jail time. The letters were subjective in nature and arbitrary in application.
Let's, for a moment, turn that same capricious spotlight back on the City. When you enter Main Street Ririe from County Line Road, you are greeted with a City Park named and dedicated to a couple who donated untold hours to benefit the City of Ririe. The grass is green but the pine trees are dying one-by one. The erstwhile fountain is now a cracked and untended flowerbed, the dedication plaque faded and yellow. The gutters are filled with gravel and debris. Across the street, the City purchased the former Ririe Producers Co-Op and had the building demolished. The purchase was ostensibly for the securing of a safer school bus route on West Osborn. The reality is 20 to 30 cars and trucks in various states of wreck or repair parked on City owned Main Street property. The portion that is not concrete, has weeds in abundance. Yet the citizens are told no parking of unlicensed or inoperable vehicles, and no weed growth allowed.
Let's next look at the City annex in the 400 block of Main Street. We are greeted by a peeling silhouette proclaiming RYAC, Youth of today, Leaders of tomorrow. What happened to the Ririe Youth Advisory Committee? This youth organization worked hand-in-hand with City leaders, donating thousands of man-hours to community beautification. On one notable occasion, over 300 youth volunteers worked for an entire Saturday. They swept debris and gravel from street gutters, eliminated weeds, picked up trash, built picnic tables, planted flowers, painted buildings, and even added parking lines to Main Street. On another occasion, RYAC was instrumental in the initial cleanup of a piece of land donated by June Miller Adams Hutchings. This weed choked and debris strewn corridor became the Ririe greenbelt. The peeling paint on the RYAC silhouette is a poor tribute to the volunteer effort of so many youth.

In this same annex we find rust-pitted garage doors and exposed foundations, so long neglected, that they are covered with black fungus and green lichen. Yet the City can cite a home with peeling paint. The VFW Memorial Hall is a beautiful restoration of the Lion's Club building. The City Hall/Library are Ii ewise well-tended with manicured foliage. In the City Park is a covered pavilion that is rented to individuals and groups for a City fee. The concrete floor is cracked and broken. The cinderblock walls are spalled and crumbling. The drab yellow paint is peeling off in large chunks. The tables have peeling and chipped paint. The sign memorializing a long-time volunteer couple is scratched and defaced. The street gutters surrounding the City Park are overflowing to the point of blocking street drains. But once again, the City can cite for derelict personal property.
It is interesting to note that the City Hall and VFW Memorial buildings (where City offic·als meet regularly} are the only buildings that show care and upkeep.
Now let's next visit the City property on the 200 block of 2nd West. This is the main city water well, storage tank, and pumping station. It is an accepted fact that no chemicals are to be used around a well head to control weeds, so weeds there are. Parked almost in the center of the compound is an unlicensed City pickup that has been in the same spot for at least a dozen years. Yet the City can cite for parking on lawns (let's not even consider parking a vehicle on the City's main well contribution zone). At the back of the lot is a trailer full ofwhat appears to be junk and debris. Yet the City cites for collections of junk and debris. The well house has rusty, unpainted doors. Yet the City can cite forfailure to
maintain property.
Now to some other examples of what citizens observe:
1. Dried weeds and debris on the undeveloped Margurite Mullberry Estates bordering the Harris and Maple Hollow trailer courts. These dry weeds pose a severe fire hazard endangering Life. Yet the City can cite residents for weeds over six inches tall.
2. Trucks are allowed to park and idle at a commercial scale facility on Ririe's
southwest entrance, emitting noise, vibration, light, and dangerous concentrations of carbon monoxide endangering a nearby resident's Lif.e.,Liberty and pursuit of
.l::fqppiness. The City could cite violations here but chooses not to do so.
3. Odd hours of concentrated traffic, threats, gunshots, suspicious activities, fights, exhibition of weapons, and aggressive behavior possibly pointing to drug sales or use have been reported to, and ignored by, City officials. This activity endangers residents' Lives, Liberty. and their pursuit of Ha...P.Pioess. City officials could direct focused police patrols but have not done so.

4. Grain storage silos across from Harris and Maple Hollow trailer courts are allowed to continually emit loud noise and clouds of dust that limit residents' full use of their property. These noise and dust emissions threaten Liberty and pursuit of Happine.ss. The City could cite violations but chooses not to, but the City can cite for too many dogs or loud residential gatherings after 10:00p.m.
5. The railroad right of way running through the center of Ririe has an extensive concentration of weeds and debris readily visible from city streets. The City could cite but chooses not to.
6. City traffic signs, including stop signs, and restricted truck access signs on Market Street, are faded to ineffectiveness. Deteriorated City signs threaten Life but have not been addressed. Yet the City can cite for a faded or noncompliant fence.
7. City streets, in many cases, are potholed and have narrowed due to no curb and gutter and no pavement maintenance. Notably, the 200 block of West Osborn, the junction of Miller and Market Street, and the south entrance of Maple Hollow trailer court. These unaddressed pavement problems endanger Life and the pursuit of HaJJplness. Yet the City can cite citizens for deteriorated sidewalks or sidewalk obstructions.

Since the City compliance letters seem random and arbitrary, the Honorable Mayor
and the Honorable City Council members may choose to investigate the following:
1. 535 pt East A collection of inoperable farm and industrial equipment in the front yard.
2. 545 pt East A mobile home with less than 6 inch eaves in a residential area. Does it have a permanent foundation with wheels removed?
3. 587 2 East Tall weeds on the south side of the house. Or are they non or past­ bloom flowers?
4. 130 West Osborn Two-foot tall weeds on the west end of the building are a fire hazard leading to weeds, buildings and vehicles in a fenced in area.
5. 395 West Ririe Highway An unlicensed 1950s era Ford pickup sitting in the weeds not on a hard surfaced parking area. An accumulation of random items blocking the garage door. Roosters crowing.
6. 173 1st West Foliage growth over 30 percent of the sidewalk. Pergola closer to front lot tine than required setback. Unlicensed boat.

If any of these hit close to home, imagine the shock and concern citizens (particularly senior citizens) felt when they received a warning letter. In some cases, senior citizens living on a fixed income are spending 10-20 percent of

their monthly income on City services, fearing to let their lawns go yellow lest they be given a citation.


Our coalition of citizens heard that the City sent out about 60 letters of warning with under 20 requiring a second letter. Before the City Council and Mayor share high fives for this apparent success, ask yourselves, "How many warnings dealt with threats to Life, Liberty, or the pursuit of _Happiness?"

Noting some of the challenges mentioned, and before the mantra of "we don't have money set aside in the budget to fix...(fill intheblank)"; consider that those citizens who received warnings hadn't placed those items in their budgets either.

The Honorable Mayor Kimmel offered these solutions when confronted about a challenge...1 learn to live with it, 2 find a way to change it, or 3 move out of Ririe. The Honorable Mayor missed the point. By reaching out about the challenge, the individual was trying to change a Li	threat. He was reaching out to the elected authority to effect solution. He was rebuffed.

It is time for the Honorable City Council to recognize that they do not work for the
Mayor, they work for the people. It is time for the Honorable Mayorto stop looking at citizen concerns as complaints that take him away from perceived "important business." It is time for the City Council and Mayor to mind City
business, guard citizens' .Life..Liberty and pursuit of Hap_pJness. Most people
don't want to live in a Karen-controlled HOA. Stop straining at citizen gnats and swallowing corporate camels.

And there is a 4th option to deal with challenges in the City. The Declaration of Independence outlined that option, "...that whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundations on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness."
Which way do you face?



Cc: Post Register	 FM97.3 Jefferson Star	FM106.3

Respectfully,
A coalition of Ririe residents
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